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MUKUNDARA HILLS 
TIGER RESERVE

The Mukandra Hills Tiger Reserve is located in the 
southeastern part of Rajasthan. It is the third tiger 
reserve in the state. The reserve spans across the 

districts of Kota, Bundi, Jhalawar, and Chittorgarh. In 
1955, it was declared a protected area. Later, along 

with Jawahar Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary (1975) and the 
National Chambal Sanctuary (1983), forming a larger 
conservation area. The Mukandra Hills were officially 

declared as Rajasthan's third tiger reserve in 2013. 
The reserve covers a total area of 1135.78 square 

kilometers, including a core zone of 690.71 square 
kilometers and a buffer zone of 445.07 square 
kilometers. The MHTR have a unique habitat, 
characterised by II type dry deciduous forest 

interspersed with grasslands, scrublands, wetlands 
and riverine habitat with rocky terrain. The different 
types of habitats support a rich floral diversity with 
Kala Dhok (Anogeissus pendula), Khair (Senegalia 

catechu), Ber (Ziziphus spp.) and faunal species like 
Tiger (Panthera tigris), Common Leopard (Panthera 
Pardus), Sloth Bear (Melursus ursinus) and Indian 

vulture (Gyps indicus), Crested Treeswift (Hemiprocne 
cornata), Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser 

albifrons) with Indian Rock Pithon (Python molurus), 
Mugger (Crocodylus palustris), Spectacled Cobra (Naja 

naja). This area holds Rajasthan's largest Indian 
Vulture (Gyps indicus) breeding colony in the gorge of 

the Chambal River.   

The project team would like to sincerely thank the 
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Pavan Kumar 
Upadhyay, IFS) and Chief Wildlife Warden (Shikha 

Mehra, IFS), Rajasthan Forest Department, for 
granting permission to conduct this work. 

We express our special gratitude to the Chief 
Conservator of Forests (Mr. Sugna Ram Jat, IFS) and 
the Deputy Chief Conservator of Forests (Mr. Muthu 

Somasundaram, IFS) and Mr. Rajpal Sharma, 
Parmanand Gochar, Mr. Jasveer Singh Bhati, Ms. 

Sarita Meena and the forest staff of Mukandara Hills 
Tiger Reserve for their continuous assistance during 

the work.

We are also deeply thankful to the Director, Dean, and 
Registrar of the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, 

for their unwavering support.

We are also thankful to Dr. Beependra Singh, Bitupan 
Boruah, Vijay Joshi and Abhay Thapa for their 

support during work.

We sincerely thank and acknowledge Mr. Harshit 
Sharma and Dr. Anshu Sharma for providing bird 

photographs, Noyan Uppadhai, Shalu Badgujer and 
Aanshi Suman for their valuable support during work 
and also thankful to Arjun Singh Badgujar, Koustubh 

Dharwal for their assistance. 
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Birds are warm-blooded animals, 
characterised by insulated feathers, 
wings and a toothless beak.

Birds play vital ecological roles as 
pollinators, seed dispersers, and 
scavengers, helping to maintain the 
balance of ecosystems.  

India hosts 1,112 bird species (Bird 
International), and Rajasthan alone 
shelters nearly 510 species, of which 
approximately 350 species have been 
recorded from Kota. 

You will find details and photographs 
of 217 bird species. many of which 
you are likely to encounter during 
your visit to the reserve. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

PLUMAGE TERMINOLOGY

ebird Merlin Bird Id Bird NET Sound ID

How to identify birds
Learning to identify 
birds is a fun skill. 
When you see a bird, 
look for these things:
l Size and Shape: Is it 

small like a spar row 
or big like a crow? 
Does it have a long 
neck or a round 
body? The overall 
shape is a big clue.

l Colours: Look at the 
colours of its 
feathers. Does it 
have a bright red 
patch, a white stripe 
on its wing, or a 
yellow belly?

l Where You See It: 
Where did you find 
the bird? Was it near 
a river, on a tree, or 
on the ground? 
Knowing where a 
bird lives can help 
you figure out what 
it is.

l Activity: Is the bird 
hopping on the 
ground, on a 
branch/wire, is 
foraging or singing 
or soaring high 
above in the sky? 
You notice numerous 
activities once you 
start observing 
birds. 

l Sounds: Listen to its 
calls and songs. 
Every bird has a 
unique sound.
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INDIAN VULTURE
Gyps indicus
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Habitat- Forest & Plantation

Population Trend Locally- Common
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Cinnyris asiaticus
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l Nectivores are birds that feed mainly on the nectar of 
flowers, they help in pollination by transferring pollen 
from one flower to another like sunbirds and 
hummingbirds.
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TAWNY-BELLIED BABBLER
Dumetia hyperythra
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JUNGLE BABBLER
Argya striata
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SIRKEER MALKOHA
Taccocua leschenaultii
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Population Trend Locally- Rare

l The Sirkeer Malkoha is nicknamed the "lipstick bird" 
because of its striking red, lipstick-like beak. Despite 
its bold look, it is a shy and secretive bird, often 
slipping quietly through scrub forests and grasslands 
while searching for insects, lizards, and berries. 
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Dendrocitta vagabunda
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Centropus sinensis
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WHITE-BELLIED DRONGO
Dicrurus caerulescens
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BROWN ROCK CHAT
Oenanthe fusca
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BLUE ROCK THRUSH
Monticola solitarius

Schedule- II

IUCN Status- LC

Feeding Guild- IN

Migratory Status- WV 

Habitat- Non-specialized

Population Trend Locally- Common

©
 X

Y
X

X
X

INDIAN PARADISE-FLYCATCHER
Terpsiphone paradisi
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VERDITER FLYCATCHER 
Eumyias thalassinus
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ASIAN TIT
Parus cinereus
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Saxicola caprata
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GRAY-HEADED CANARY-FLYCATCHER
Culicicapa ceylonensis
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RED BREASTED FLYCATCHER 
Ficedula parva

Schedule- II

IUCN Status- LC

Feeding Guild- IN

Migratory Status- WV 

Habitat- Forest & Plantation

Population Trend Locally- Common

©
 X

Y
X

X
X

WHITE-BROWED FANTAIL
Rhipidura aureola
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BLUETHROAT
Luscinia svecica
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SIBERIAN STONECHAT
Saxicola maurus
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BLACK REDSTART
Phoenicurus ochruros
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TAIGA FLYCATCHER
Ficedula albicilla
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Apus affinis
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STREAK-THROATED SWALLOW 
Petrochelidon fluvicola
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ASHY WOODSWALLOW
Artamus fuscus
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GREEN BEE-EATER
Merops orientalis
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Merops philippinus
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Ptyonoprogne concolor
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Hirundo smithii
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Dinopium benghalense
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WHITE-NAPED WOODPECKER
Chrysocolaptes Festivus
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l Wader birds are that live around wetlands, rivers, 
lakes, and near sea, where they search food in 
shallow water or mud. They usually have long 
legs, slender bills, and toes that help them walk in 
water and probe the soil for insects, worms, snails, 
and small fish like sandpiper, stilt etc.
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