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Message from Project Director A LOOK BACK, A STEP AHEAD:

| am pleased to introduce the third volume QUARTERLY JOURNEY

of the RFBDP Newsletter, reflecting our # MoU Signed between RVJVVs & RGAVP for
ongoing commitment to livelihood Livelihood Promotion of Forest-Dependent
promotion, biodiversity conservation, and cCommunities

inclusive growth across the Eastern

Rajasthan. & MoU Signed between RVJVVs & FPO under

RFBDP for Livelihood Promotion through
During this quarter, the project has Agroforestry

achieved several milestones that reflect
the spirit of partnership and community-
led growth. The signing of MoUs between
Rajasthan Grameen Ajeevika Vikas & Celebration of Wildlife week 2025 under
Parishad (RVJVVS) and Rajasthan RFBDP

Grameen Ajeevika Vikas Parishad (RGAVP)
marks a significant step in strengthening
livelihood promotion for forest-dependent
communities through convergence of
allied government schemes. Similarly, the
MoUs established between RVJVVS and
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)
have paved new pathways for income
generation and environmental
sustainability through agroforestry
interventions.

® Exposure visit on Nursery Development &
Grafting Techniques

& RFBDP in the News

Exposure visits on nursery development
and grafting techniques have further
enhanced the technical capacities of field
teams and community members,
promoting quality planting material and
self-sustaining green enterprises.

The celebration of Wildlife Week 2025

. L. Protect and
across multiple districts added . R develop natural
momentum to our outreach efforts, Ob ectives forests in the

creating public awareness and of RFBDP project area
appreciation for Rajasthan’s rich

biodiversity. | am also delighted to note

that RFBDP’s activities and achievements

. . . . Restore semi
are increasingly being recognized and Promote arid grasslands
featured in the media - reflecting the conservation of for fodder

. q management
collective commitment of our teams. O 9
et and carbon
pectes sequestration
As we move forward, let us continue to
build on this progress with enthusiasm and
. . Promote
collaboration, ensuring that our breserve Ty
interventions create lasting impacts for S LSl LI
biodiversity and through improved
both people and nature. restore habitats, administration,

includi community
. Ll e I engagement, and
T.J. Kavitha, IFS wetlands promote

Project Director, RFBDP livelihoods




MOU SIGNED BETWEEN RVJVVS &§ RGAVP UNDER RFBDP FOR
LIVELIHOOD PROMOTION OF FOREST-DEPENDENT COMMUNITIES

Strengthening Livelihoods through Convergence

This quarter, the Rajasthan Forestry and Biodiversity Development Project (RFBDP) achieved a significant milestone with
the partnership between the Rajasthan Forest Department (RFD) and Rajasthan Grameen Ajeevika Vikas Parishad
(RGAVP). This collaboration is set to transform the livelihoods of women associated with SHGs in the operational areas of
the project.

Capacity
Building & Skill
Development

Resource
Optimization

Financial

Scale of

Outreach Empowerment

600 Institutional

« Support extended to e Each SHG to ¢ Pooling of financial

1,200 SHGs across receive a and technical De\!e!opment

800 villages in 13 Livelihood resources from trainings for SHG

districts. Promotion Fund both RGAVP and strengthening. .

Ensuring wide (LPF) of 1 lakh. RFD. 800 tralnl'ngs on skill

coverage of e The fund will be Avoiding upgradation,

women-led utilized for starting duplication of vacationdliskilisidnd

institutions in forest- sustainable efforts to ensure technical know-how

fringe communities. Livelihood optimum to develop
Improvement utilization of sustainable income-
Activities (LIAs). resources. generation activities.

This partnership is paving the way for women’s empowerment, development of sustainable livelihoods, and
promotion of stronger community based institutions, ensuring that forest-dependent households move
towards self-reliance while conserving biodiversity.

r N ‘ | |

Empowering women through forest-based
livelihoods is not just about income- it’s about
restoring dignity, ownership, and stewardship
of natural resources.

Project Director - RFBDP

Communities become greener when Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) are strengthened:; this
collaboration guarantees that women are at
the core of all livelihood projects.

State Mission Director - RGAVP

MOU SIGNED BETWEEN RVJVVS & FPO UNDER RFBDP FOR LIVELIHOOD
PROMOTION THROUGH AGROFORESTRY

Expanding Agroforestry for Sustainable Livelihoods

One of the key milestones of this quarter was the successful launch of Agroforestry initiatives through five Farmer Producer
organizations (FPOs) in Jaipur and Dausa districts. This initiative marks a significant step forward in RFBDP’s efforts to
integrate livelihood enhancement with ecological sustainability, establishing a strong foundation for future interventions.

It has also demonstrated the potential of community-led models in promoting climate-resilient farming systems and
long-term economic stability for rural households.



Strategic
Partnerships

Large-Scale
Plantation Drive

¢ MoUs signed with 5

FPOs in Dausa and
Jaipur districts to
implement agroforestry
with their shareholders.
FPOs to act as anchors,
serving as processors,
and market facilitators
-providing input
services such as
fertilizers, pesticides,
and technical
guidance, while also
supporting marketing,
branding, and
packaging initiatives.

A total of 50,574
saplings of diverse
species such as Mango,
Jamun, Jackfruit,
Guava, Ardu, Lemon,
and others were
distributed in Tunga
(Bassi) of Jaipur
district and Lawan and
Lalsot of Dausa district.
Directly benefiting 720
farmer households and
marking a significant
expansion of
agroforestry in the
state.

FPOs to facilitate
aggregation,
processing,
branding, and
packaging of
agroforestry
produce.

This will create
strong market
linkages, enhancing
income security for
farmers and building
a sustainable
agroforestry value
chain.

Capacity Building
for Impact

¢ Around 283 farmers
trained on
plantation
techniques, survival,
growth and
management of
saplings.

e Focus on ensuring
high survival rates,
better productivity,
and promoting
long-term climate
resilience.

This achievement is a defining milestone for RFBDP, not only in promoting livelihood diversification but also in
strengthening the climate-resilient ecosystem of Rajasthan. By empowering farmers and communities,
agroforestry is paving the way for a greener and prosperous future.
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EXPOSURE VISIT ON NURSERY DEVELOPMENT & GRAFTING
TECHNIQUES

Rajasthan Forestry and Biodiversity Development Project (RFBDP), in collaboration with the
Horticulture Department, Rajasthan, successfully organized a two-day Exposure Visit on the theme
of Nursery Development & Grafting Techniques at the Centre of Excellence, Devrawas, Tonk.

A total of 45 participants trained in two batches—including Range Officers, Foresters, Forest Guards,
Project Facilitation Team (PFT) members, and VFPMC representatives.

Key Highlights:
. . o . Built the capacity
Hands-on training E Promoted wider of Village Forest
on advanced adoption of Protection and
grafting methods L) agroforestry Management
including Bud, practices at the Committees
1 AppI‘OGCh, Tongue, | grassroots level 1 (VFPMCS) for
| Crown, and Wedge | [ advancing
| grafting I I sustainable forest
‘ ‘ management
Technical ‘ . ‘
knowledge in I Practical I Empow.ered I
nursery layout I _exposure to I communities to |
planning, pest & : different types of : develop :
disease layering sustainable,
management, techniques for tree-based
shade-net practices, successful livelihoods /2 2)
and disinfection propagation S

techniques




CELEBRATION OF WILDLIFE WEEK 2025 UNDER RFBDP

The Rajasthan Forestry and Biodiversity Development Project (RFBDP) celebrated Wildlife Week 2025 with
great enthusiasm across the project landscape. To mark the occasion, drawing and essay writing
competitions were organized in various schools, engaging hundreds of students in activities centered
around biodiversity conservation and protection of wild species.

The initiative aimed to instill environmental awareness and empathy towards wildlife among
school students — nurturing them as the future stewards of biodiversity.

Students showcased their The activities served as a
creativity and understanding 1 celebration of India’s rich
through colorful drawings and O’ biodiversity and reinforced the

thoughtful essays on the spirit of collective responsibility
importance of conserving forests toward nature.
and wildlife.

Forest officials, teachers, and
RFBDP team members
motivated students to spread
the message of wildlife
conservation within their
communities.

The event strengthened RFBDP’s
vision of promoting community
participation and
environmental education as
key elements of sustainable
forest management.
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RFBDP IN THE NEWS

MoU signed to strengthen livelihoods of
forest-dependent communities in State

First India Bureau
he  Rajasthan
Forestry  and

Jaipur
o Biodiversity

Development Society
(RFBDP) and Rajasthan
Grameen Aajeevika Vi-
kas Parishad (Rajeevika)
have signed an MoU to
promote convergence for
sustainable livelihood
opportunities for forest-
dependent communities
under the Rajasthan For-
estry and Biodiversity
Development Project.
Implemented by RF-
BDP with support from
the Forest Department,
the project covers B0O
villages in 13 districts —
Alwar, Baran, Bhilwara,
Bharatpur, Bundi,
Dausa, Dholpur, Jaipur,
Jhalawar, Karauli, Kota,

B s

(L-R} Kapil chandrawal, Shikha Mehra, SRV Moorthi, Neha Giri,
PK Upadhyay, and Anurag Bharadwaj during the event in Jaipur
on Saturday. KCA Arun Prasad was also present in the meeting.

Sawai Madhopur, and
Tonk — over eight years
(2023-31) with co-fi-
nancing from AFD,
France. Its objectives
include strengthening
forest ecosystems, con-
serving biodiversity, and
promoting community-
based development.

As part of the initia-

tive, 1,200 Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) will be
formed or supported to
link communities with
alternative livelihoods.
These SHGs will be in-
stitutionally  strength-
ened into Village Organ-
isations (VOs) and Clus-
ter Level Federations
(CLFs).

Rajeevika, the state’s
nodal agency for wom-
en’s socio-economic em-
powerment, has formed
over 4.5 lakh SHGs, em-
powering around 50 lakh
women by linking them
with financial institu-
tions, government
schemes, and income-
generating activities.

The signing ceremony
was attended by senior
Forest Department offi-
cials, including PK
Upadhyay, PCCF
(HoFF); Shikha Mehra,
PCCF and Chief Wild-
life Warden; Anurag
Bhardwaj, PCCF
(WP&FS & IT); KCA
Arun Prasad, APCCF
(FCA); and Kapil Chan-
drawal, Additional Pro-
ject Director, RFBDP,
along with other officers
from both departments,

MoU signed to promote agroforestry initiative

First India Bureau

farmer livelihoods, en-
hance climate resilience,

Growing India

Jaipur: A signifieant Memoran-
dum of Understanding (Moll)
was signed today between the
Rajasthan Forestry and Biodi-
versity Development Commitiee
(RVJ¥VS) and the Pipleshwar
Green Fed Farmer Producer OF
nga, Bassi
d at prometing
agroforestey to enhance farm-
ers’ livelihoods, strengthen cli-

mate resilience, and encourage
environmental conservation
The Moll was signed by V.
Ketan Kumar, Deputy Conser-
vatar of Forests (DFO), Jaipur,
an behall of RVIVVS, and
Kamlesh Kumar Saini, CEO,
representing the Pipleshwar

ties, and ci
mate change.

Jaipur

The Rajasthan Vaniki
evam Jaiv Vividhta Vikas
Samiti (RVJVVS) and
Pipleshwar Green Fed
Farmer Producer Organi-
zation (FPO), Tunga
(Bassi, Jaipur), signed an
MoU on Friday to pro-
mote agroforestry. The
partnership aims to boost
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Shyam Singh, Manager (Access Development Services), Hemant
Kumar Dixit, Livelihood Specialist, RFBDP, V. Ketan Kumar,
Deputy Conservator of Forests (DF0), Jaipur, Kamlesh Kumar
Saini, Dinesh Kumar Rana, Senior Project Manager (PMU,
RFBDP), Kailash Chand Sharma, Sulochana Chaudhary, Assistant
Conservator of Forests, Jaipur.

o
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{ / mental conservation.

)
g and promote environ-
The MoU was signed
”Rﬁ by V. Ketan Kumar, Dep-
24 2% uty Conservator of For-
ests, Jaipur, and Kamlesh
Kumar Saini, CEO of the
FPO. Kumar emphasized
agroforestry’s role in in-
creasing income,
strengthening communi-

300 farmers will benefit
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through the cultivation
of fruit-bearing plants,
generating additional in-
come while supporting
ecological balance. The
FPO will provide horti-
cultural inputs, technical
guidance, and future
market linkages.
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300 FARMERS TO BENEFIT FROM CLIMATE-RESILIENT INITIATIVE

Agroforestry MoU Signed to Strengthen
8o F%rmers’Lz%elihoods 4

trees on their fields, providing
additional income while ensur-
ing environmental balance and
climate resilience. The Farmer
Producer Organization will
provide hortienltural inputs,
technical services, and. in the
future, support for marketlink.
ages to help farmers sell their
produce: The signing ceremony
was attended by officials in
§  cluding Sulochana Chaudhary,
Assistant Conservater of For-
ests, Jaipur: Dinesh Kumar
Rana, Senior Project Manager
RFGPDP); Shyam Singh,
gor (Access Development
ces); Hemant Kumar Dix-
it, Livelihood Specialist: and
Binny Mehta, Communication
Specialist, REBPDP Project.
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Rajasthan Vaniki evam Jaiv Vividhta Vikas Samiti (RVJVVS)
Arawali Bhawan, Jhalana Institutional Area, Jaipur 302004, Rajasthan, India
Ph. 0141-2709101 e-mail : rfbdp.afd@gmail.com




